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Online Full-Text Databases: 
Suggestions for Citing Articles (MLA Style) 

Based on:   
Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 6th ed. New York: Modern Language Association of America, 2003.  
 
Use the following format: 
 
For a Journal:  Author. “Article Title.” Journal Title Volume. Issue (year): pagination or length.    

       Database name . Online service. Name of Library. Access date <URL>. 
 
For a Magazine or Newspaper:  Author. “Article Title.” Magazine or Newspaper Title Issue Date: 

pagination or length. Database name. Online service. Name of Library. Access date <URL>. 
 
Component parts of the citation are as follows: 
 

§ Author:  The author(s) of the article.  If no author is given, the article title should be given first. 
§  Article Title:  The title of the article, in quotation marks. 
§  Journal Title:  The title of the journal in which the article was published.  The journal title should be 

underlined and there is no period following the title.   
§  Volume.Issue (Year):  If only the date is provided, give the full date and leave out the parentheses. 
§ Pagination: Give the beginning and ending pages (e.g., 45-49).  If only the starting page is  
   provided, give the page number followed by a hyphen, a space, and a period (e.g. “192- .”).  If no 

pagination is provided, give the article length in number of words or paragraphs (e.g., 15 pars.), if they 
are numbered.  

§  Database Name (if known): Underline the name of the database in which you found the article (e.g., 
Academic Search Elite) but do not underline the period following the title.   

§ Online Service:  The name of the online service (e.g., “ProQuest” or “EBSCOhost”). 
§ Name of Library:  Include a city, state abbreviation, or both, if useful (e.g. “San Diego Mesa College 

Lib.”) 
§  Access Date: The date you accessed the article. 
§  URL of the Service’s Home Page (if known): Enclose in angle brackets. 

 
Examples: 
 

Myers, Norman. “Water and more.” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 58.5 (2003): 69-70.  
 ProQuest. San Diego Mesa College Lib. 16 Oct. 2003 <http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb>. 

 
Gaillard, Theodore L. “Hemingway’s Debt to Cezanne: New Perspectives.” Twentieth  

Century Literature 45.1 (1999): 65+. Academic Search Elite.  EbscoHOST. San Diego Mesa 
College Lib. 16 Oct. 2003 <http://www.ebscohost.com>.   

 
McDonnell, Patrick J. “U.S. Votes Could Sway Mexico's Next Election.” Los Angeles Times      

15 Feb. 1999, home ed.: A-1+. ProQuest Newspapers. ProQuest. San Diego Mesa College Lib. 
16 Oct. 2003 <http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb>. 

 
 Bogard, Carley Rees. “’The Awakening’: A Refusal to Compromise.” University of Michigan 

Papers in Women’s Studies 2.3 (1977): 15-31. Literature Resource Center. Gale Group. San 
Diego Mesa College Lib. 16 Oct. 2003 <http://galenet.galegroup.com>.




